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JULIA OF MATANGWE: Message from a Founder  

HOW I MET JULIA AND BECAME FRIENDS AS WELL  AS CO-WORKERS 

As I remember my first day arriving at Matangwe 
from Canada, many community members and the 
Matangwe Hospital staff lined up to welcome me.   
 
As the vehicle came to a stop inside the hospital 
compound, I got out and there was a sweet sound of 
a song welcoming me. I moved closer to the lineup 
and greeted all of them by shaking everyoneôs hand. 
Those who did not know me took time to introduce 
themselves. 
 
I came to a spot where Julia was standing. She had 
a wide smile with a very happy face.  She shook my 
hand and gave me a hug. Then she introduced 
herself stating that she was very happy to finally 
meet me.  She continued to state that she wished 
that there were two Stephens working as hard as 
me.  
 
As soon as she spoke to me, I felt that she was the 
right person to work for CPG (Caring Partners 
Global) at Matangwe.  There was a good feeling 
radiating as we continued to introduce ourselves to 
each other. 
 
As an administrator at Matangwe Community Health 
and Development Program (MCHDP), Julia travelled 

with me to introduce me to the members of the 
communities as well as showing me the progress of 
the projects within each of the seventeen 
communities.  
                                       
We ended up at Bar Kowino Secondary School 
where there was a gathering for the communities.  
She introduced me and praised the projects being 
carried out in the communities by CPG through 
MCHDP.  
 
At this gathering, I noticed that Julia was well known 
and respected by many people that she had 
influenced positively.  Some of them were her 
students either at the elementary or secondary 
school while she was a teacher before retiring and 
joining MCHDP. 
 
As Julia and I continued working together for many 
years, I noticed that she had a keen interest in her 
job as she worked closely with over ninety students 
sponsored by CPG in elementary schools, high 
schools, colleges and universities.  
 
 
See Julia of Matangwe on page 2  

Points of Interest:  
A Celebration of Madam Julia  Awiti  
December 18, 1946 - August 12, 2010 
 
Julia Awiti passed away at her Kisumu home after a short battle 
with cancer on August 12th, 2010. She will be greatly missed  
 
 
Inside this issue:  
Founderôs Message p.1-2  
Madam Julia Awiti p.2  
In Loving Memory of Madam Julia p.3  
Upcoming Events p.4 
Volunteer Opportunities p.4   
    
Right: Madam Julia  
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MADAM JULIA  
It was with great surprise and sadness that I 
received the news of Juliaôs death this past August. 
I last saw her in April, 2010, during my last visit to 
Matangwe. Although I was aware of her visiting a 
doctor in Kisumu, at no time did she show signs of 
slowing down, nor divulge the seriousness of her 
health problems. Of course one might expect such 
behavior from a woman who continually placed the 
well-being of others ahead of her own. 
 
I have worked closely with Julia since the Student 
Sponsorship program took roots in the summer of 
2005. Her support was crucial and a major reason 
for our programôs success. Her knowledge of the 
families within the communities from which our 
sponsored students were chosen guaranteed that 
the most deserving students were accepted for 
sponsorship. More importantly, she became a 
second mother to these students. She tracked their 
progress at school, and mentored them with regards 
to their behavior and future ambitions.  
 
In 2006 CPG began sponsoring 15 students. In 
2010 the program has grown to 90 sponsored 
students, with 14 at college and 5 attending 
university. These 90 students are orphans or 
children of very destitute families, who would 
probably not have exceeded a primary education 
without being sponsored.    
 
There is no doubt that all our sponsored students 
were deeply impacted by her death, and are 

presently wondering who could 
fill the void left behind. Many of 
our students attended her 
funeral, including Phenny 
Onyallo, a sponsored student 
now attending university, who 
spoke at the funeral on behalf of 
our sponsorship family. 
 
A retired secondary school 
teacher and principal, Julia was 
a widow. Her husband, a doctor, 
died many years ago. Julia 
always stressed the importance 
of education. She not only 
mothered her own 5 children, 
but 3 children of her deceased sister. All of them 
received a good education and are leading 
successful lives. Julia also helped support many of 
her grandchildren. Her love and support was not 
limited to her own family. She opened up her home 
to many orphans from within her community. She 
felt every child deserved the opportunity to learn.  
 
She was a completely selfless woman; the type of 
person we hope many of our sponsored students 
will emulate. I am going to truly miss this wonderful 
human being. Her honesty, integrity, 
professionalism, and intelligence are going to be 
very difficult to replace. However, I thank God for 
the opportunity of meeting her. She left her mark on 
so many lives, including my own. 
 
Ron Bell  
CPG Education Coordinator 

JULIA OF MATANGWE 
Continued from page 1  

She was also very committed to the older women 
groups and to the youth of the communities to 
which CPG services.  She had a great interest in 
mobilizing communities.  She always carried out her 
work with sincerity, accountability and according to 
the  code of ethics of CPG. You could feel the 
warmth of friendship radiating from Julia. 
 
 I always enjoyed talking to her because she easily 
understood my thoughts in terms of community 
development.  She was always very supportive and 
showed respect to everyone she came in contact 
with. 
 
Before Julia passed away, I had the opportunity to 
visit her at her house in Kisumu, Kenya. She 
maintained her warmth even though her health was 
quickly deteriorating. She passed away about a 

week after my visit. I was glad to have spent my 
time with her. 
 
I was given the opportunity to speak on behalf of 
CPG/Matangwe boards at her funeral. I will never 
forget the large number of people who attended, 
which was evidence of the positive influence she 
had on many people beyond Matangwe and the 
surrounding communities. 
 
I certainly will miss Julia as a friend and as a 
dedicated employee of CPG at Matangwe.  She 
was well known and given the title by many people 
as ñJulia of Matangweò.  I know as a fact that her 
legend will continue to live at Matangwe and 
surrounding communities for many generations. 
 
Thank you Julia for showing your true Christian love 
to so many people that you came in contact with. 
 
Stephen Scott                                                     
President & Co-Founder 
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Madam Julia was a very dedicated mum to all the 
sponsored students. She served us so well by 
being kind to us, she encouraged us, she visited us 
in schools, and she took her time to be with us, and 
treated us like her own. She was very important to 
us with regards to monitoring and mentoring us on 
behalf of the CPG. Her intelligence, knowledge and 
professionalism are going to be missed by us all. 
 
We also do remember that she was a good 
counselor and guide in all areas that we 
experienced challenges. She not only supported us 
because of CPG, but also gave herself to us and 
willingly worked hard for us. She even went an 
extra mile to give some of us pocket money 
whenever she met us from her own source of 
income. We really thank her for this and she will 
continue to be in our minds. 
 
We must note that she loved education and the 
educated, and her love for education really 
encouraged us to go on with schooling, so as to be 
among the competent in the society.  
 
We assure her that her effort shall not go in vain by 
doing our best, so that we become like her and are 
people who are ready to work and serve the 
community to the fullest in all areas. 
 
Being a widow, she really helped other widows by 
encouraging and supporting them. She worked and 
walked together with them, and urged them to 
become the best mothers to their children.         

This somehow 
helped reduce the 
wife inheritance we 
experience in our  
community, and 
thus discouraged 
the spread of HIV/
AIDS.  
 
Madam Julia  never 
left the old and the 
needy behind. She 
loved helping 
everyone. 
 
She committed 
herself to her family. 
When she became a widow, she ensured that her 
children were able to go to school, get their 
degrees and get good jobs. She had 8 children, 5 
of her own and 3 of her sisterôs. She gave her  
time, effort and money to ensure all her children 
were educated. 
 
We, the sponsored students, thank her so much for 
her hard work. 
 
May God rest her soul in peace! 
 
Phenny Awuor Onyal  
University of Nairobi,  
Bachelor of Commerce Program 

Above: Phenny Awuor Onyal 
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 Give the Gift of Education  
A commitment of $650 per year for 4 years will sponsor a child for 4 years of high school. Sponsored chil-
dren are enrolled in boarding schools where they are monitored and counselled by MCHDP and CPG staff 
and volunteers. With your help, talented orphaned children, who would otherwise have no hope of further-
ing their education beyond Grade 8, now have the opportunity to continue with high school education.  
 

For information on how to sponsor a child please contact Ron Bell at 12.bells@sympatico.ca, Please visit 
www.caringpartners.ca to learn more about all of the Education initiatives CPG is undertaking   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MADAM JULIA 

Above: Matangwe Primary 
school feeding program  

Above: Sponsored students 
attending school  

Above: Matangwe Primary 
school uniform project  


