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Right: The Bondo Market at dusk.
Vendors light their candles and
kerosene lanterns to illuminate the
market place.

MATANGWE ILLUMINATION - A DECADE OF UNFORESEEN
INNOVATIONS:
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On June 20, 2010, electricity lit up the Matangwe flicker visible through cracked mud walls late into the
landscape after ten years of waiting. The news was night represents a student in the home, using the last
received, by this pioneer-like rural village of Western drop of kerosene to catch up on school work.

Kenya, with thanksgiving to God and a celebration of a

. The miracle of electric power is sure to have an
modern miracle.

immediate impact on the Matangwe medical clinic
Imagining the impact that electrification would have on programs and services. Immunization and laboratory
the future of this community takes one back to the services will be able to maintain safe onsite storage and
environmental and the day to day survival realities. The ~ access to medications and supplies that require
vast clear horizon is unmistakably breathtaking to gaze controlled refrigeration. Night time deliveries of babies
at especially at sunrise and sunset. Fields of or clinical emergencies will no longer require an extra
underdeveloped crops tell a story about yet another pair of hands with flashlights for lighting.

season of failed rains. The dried up water holes meant
to support life lie desolate while cracked open ground
wait thirstily for the next torrential down pour to breathe
new life into it.

The long term goal for electrification that caused the
most angst during the ten years of waiting was a

seeming delay in initiating viable sustainability plans.
Plans aimed at building capacity for an economically

Mud huts with grass and tin roofs intersperse the and socially self-reliant community. The long and
extensive view. The scorching mid -day sun beat harshly  unpredictable timelines however, became a blessing in
on every living thing and field. By night, the narrow, disguise. The wait provided unexpected opportunities to
winding pathways between homesteads and fields are explore and test out non - electrically driven innovations.
lit by millions of stars. Flickering lights from kerosene

lanterns adorn open marketplaces after dark. While a See Matangwe lllumination on page 2
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MATANGWE ILLUMINATION

continued from page 1

These innovations are what will forever change many
lives by easing the complexity of day to day survival
realities. Examples of initiatives piloted, implemented or
explored for future capacity building included:

e Solar power utilization for various initiatives including
lighting, refrigeration, computerization

o Fuel efficiency stoves for small to large scale food
production such as staff and patient catering

e Future biogas installation using by -products of locally
domesticated animals with resulting fuel for energy
and manure for gardening and potential for achieving
food security

e Fish farming using locally available materials to
achieve food security

¢ Dry embalming methodology for Income generating
funeral home services

¢ Dirip irrigation method to establish pilot Kitchen
gardens using local materials such as inner tube of
bicycle tires

The above initiatives will now form the foundation of
sustainable green environmental programs supported by
centralized electrical power centres such as the school,
community centre, the clinic compound etc. The power
centres such as the community centre will function as
the hub for community programs focused on green
sustainable programs that can be implemented by
individuals or groups. Electrical power will enable after
hours programs for youth and adults alike to engage in

skills and literacy training or self guided activities aimed
at cultural preservation, intergeneration and biblically
based mentorship. School children will be able to have
safe access to well lighted centres for after hours school
tutorials, homework and studies.

After all our moaning, groaning, disappointments and

bruised egos, it is humbling to realize that CPG and
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Matangwe electrification. We learned more about

innovative, complimentary and less resource intensive

green initiatives. We now have a better understanding of

how these initiatives would be more appropriately and

effectively used to improve individual livelihoods in

impoverished environments than total dependency on

electrical power alone.

This delay in electrification also enabled CPG and
MCHDP to develop lifelong friendships and partners to
whom we will forever be indebted. Thank you to Dwayne
and Beth Bukhardt for your annual winter solstice bike
ride fundraiser; to Eddie Peters, volunteer electrician, his
wife Brandy and daughter Annie who spent two
summers at Matangwe installing electrical plans.

A special appreciation to our prayer partners and church
family for your unceasing love and support in seeking
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you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future"

Stephen & Sylvia Scott
President, Director and Co-founders

2002- MCHDP patient having a
check up with limited light

20082 Repairing the solar pan-
els that were installed in 1998

JA A
Ed showing his class how to use a
multi meter to test circuits
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Ed & his Electricity class
Summer 2010

.

Summer 2010 -Ed Peters &
George by the community center
electrical service

Summer 2009©Samuel wiring
the Funeral home in preparation
of electricity

Stephen , Austin ,Ed , & Samuel
final Distribution service
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