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The Matangwe Community Centre:

In November 2008, Caring Partners Global (CPG) and
the Matangwe Community Health and Development
Programme (MCHDP) were approved for funding from
the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
for their proposal to build a community centre to provide
educational/vocational support for Matangwe and
surrounding communities. Construction began in January
2009 and the Matangwe Community Centre (MCC) was
up and running by January 2010. As of November 2010,
over 100 community members were utilizing the centre.

To date the MCC houses an Early Childhood
Development Centre, skills training programmes
including tailoring, woodworking and welding, and work
groups (tailoring & bead work) who fill special orders for
income generation.

In addition to the programming, the MCC has a hall that
can be used to hold special events and seminars, a
demonstration field to refine new agriculture techniques
and teach them to the larger community, and a
playground for the ECD Centre with a slide, swing, merry
-go-round and sandbox, for the enjoyment of the children
when they are not in class.

Over the next few years CPG hopes to help the MCC
start much-needed computer training courses and
academic up-grading programmes. The computer
training courses will allow the community to access new
means of communication, larger sources of information
and resources. Computer skills will enable the
community to be more self-reliant in many ways, from
applying for health insurance, to building their small
business, or even staying in touch with a loved one who
lives far from home. We expect the start up cost of the
Computer Training Programme to cost approximately
$30,000 CAD for equipment, teaching materials and staff
for the first year.
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Two Years Later

Academic up-grading will focus on improving literacy and
numeracy skills of the elderly, and helping youth
complete the necessary national exams to move into
either vocational, secondary or post-secondary
education. Some youth in the area have had their
education interrupted by either having to take care of a
sick or dying parent, or due to a lack of school fees. The
academic up-grading programme will help these
students resume their education after barriers have been
addressed. The academic up-grading programme will
cost approximately $10,000 annually for two teachers,
uniforms, students lunches and teaching materials.

We hope to count on
the computer training and academic
programmes possible over the next five years.
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up-grading

The community is quite happy with all that has been
accomplished to date at the MCC and they have high
hopes for the future of the Centre. One of the community
elders shared the following during a follow-up interview

on the progress of the <ce
proud, the whole sub-location. Throughout the whole
Bondo District no project

While course fees and distance remains a barrier for
some community members, MCC and CPG staff and
volunteers continue to brainstorm solutions to overcome
these barriers.

| welcome you to look through the rest of the issue of our
newsletter. Inside you will find an article written by the
MCC staff along with pictures of the progress over the
last two years.

Enjoy!

- Elena Christy

CPGO6s Administrative

For more information visit: www.caringpartners.ca _ or contact us at info@-caringpartners.ca
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PHOTO GALLERY OF THE °
MATANGWE COMMUNITY CENTRE
OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS

1.Site of the MCC priorto 1 2.
construction in November
2008.

2.Exterior Construction of
the MCC, August 2009.

3. Interior Construction of
the MCC, August 2009.

4. A picture of one of the
many focus groups held 4,
to consult with the
community on the
creation of the MCC.
Hosted by two Canadian
volunteers, Jean Wessel
and Leslie Roberts along
with the help of MCHDP
staff members Wilfred
Nyagudi and Susan
Sydede.

5. The completed MCC
building November 2010.

6. Benjamin Bumbla, the 7.
tailoring instructor, with
one of his students.

7. Children from the

MCCbés ECD Centre
playing on the merry-go-
round

8. Cassava demonstration
field at the MCC.

MATANGWE COMMUNITY CENTRE

Matangwe Community Centre (MCC) began operating in
January of 2010 as the newest component of Matangwe
Community Health and Development Programme
(MCHDP). The MCC was created through a partnership
between the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), Caring Partners Global (CPG) and the
MCHDP and is financially sustained through student fees
and funding from CPG. The
assist the members of the community that are less able
to achieve sustainability in life by creating opportunities
for life skills development as well as social and economic
integration. There is a great need to continue to sensitize
the community members so that the MCC can be used to
its full potential.

The MCC is very well equipped with sewing machines for
tailoring and enough equipment for carpentry and metal
work. The social hall has enough tables and chairs for
any function. The kitchen has adequate utensils and we
anticipate a continued increase in interest from the
community.

Upon recruitment of Principal Felix Omondi Nyakuna, the
Early Childhood Development (ECD) teachers and the
skills training instructors for tailoring, carpentry and

welding were hired. At the moment we have three trained
ECD teachers, two of which are paid by the project, one
tailoring instructor, one welding instructor and a
carpenter.

Early Childhood Development Produces Top Performers

The ECD program offers high quality education and is

proving to be popular. The program began with 47

pupils in 2009 and one teacher. Some 22 pupils have
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schools. All graduates are top performers in their

respective primary schools. Another 25 will graduate at

the end of this year and join Grade 1 in various primary

schools in the sub-location of Bar Kowino.

Enrolment is now at 37 boys and 29 girls for a total of 66
students. Two teachers are now employed, Beatrice
Ouma and Jocinter Ouma.

Students join the school at three-to-six years of age and
pay a fee of 150 Kenyan schillings per month (approx.
$1.60 CAD). Fee payment is a challenge since some
pupils are orphans and the others also come from very
poor families, which are no better off financially than the
orphans. In addition to the fee, there is also a charge of
300 Kenyan schillings (approx. $3.20 CAD) per child for
one uniform. Continued on page 3.

For more information visit: www.caringpartners.ca _ or contact us at info@-caringpartners.ca




